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Summary

From 2011-2020 there were 6,481 fish tagged for 333 recaptures (5.1%) in the Burnett River

e Key species tagged were Dusky Flathead 2,162 (33.4%) for 124 (5.7%) recaptures, Yellowfin

Bream 1,860 (28.7%) for 50 (2.7%) recaptures and Barred Javelin 1,208 (18.6%) for 25 (2.1%)

recaptures accounting for 81.0% of all fish tagged

The tag rate was calculated as the number of fish tagged/fisher day and the rate in 2020 was

4.0 which was below the 10 year average historic catch rate of 4.8 fish/fisher day

The tag rate in 2020 for Flathead was 1.3 fish/fisher day compared to the 10 year average of

1.7, for Bream it was 1.1 fish/fisher compared to the 10 year average of 1.0 and for Javelin it

was 0.4 fish/fish day compared to the 10 year average of 1.0

e Of 338 recaptures with the postcode of the fisher recorded 330 (97.6%) were local from
4670 (Bundaberg) and from 4674 (Avondale area) just north of the city suggesting that the
river was mostly fished by locals with few visiting fishers

e The average length of Dusky Flathead in 2020 was 430mm with 58.8% over legal size and

2.5% trophy fish

The average length of Yellowfin Bream in 2020 was 283mm with most Bream legal size and 1

trophy fish over 400mm

e Most of the Barred Javelin tagged were undersized suggesting that the river is mainly used
by juvenile fish and/or taggers are keeping a proportion of legal fish

e There were 124 recaptures of Flathead, 50 of Bream and 25 of Javelin however only 1

Flathead was caught outside the Burnett River at Hervey Bay 105km south along the coast
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Region Fishers
Bundaberg 98%
4674 1

LOCAL 330 (97.6%)
No code 9

Barred and Speckled Javelin
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available at
http://infofishaustralia.com.

au/burnett-river/
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Data sources

Data used in the Burnett River Crystal Bowl are:

Tag records and recapture records for the river at
http://crystalbowl.infofishaustralia.com.au/

Basis for analysis

Catch rates calculated as number of fish tagged/fisher day for taggers with a minimum of 12
fisher days (at least 1 per month) to provide an acceptable catch rate

For Dusky Flathead undersized fish are <400mm, legal fish are >=400 and <700mm and
trophy fish are >=700mm

For Yellowfin Bream undersized fish are <250mm, legal fish are >=250mm and <400mm and
trophy fish are >=400mm

For Barred Javelin undersized fish are >400mm, legal fish are >=400mm and <600 and trophy
fish are >=600mm

Growth calculated using logarithmic curve from recaptures where fish were out for 90 days
or more and had positive growth

Locations based on Infofish grid map BND for the impoundment and other grid maps where
fish were recaptured outside the river

Movement distance calculated as the shortest distance by water from the tag to the
recapture location



