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Stocking group: Lake Borumba Fish Stocking Association

Species stocked: Australian Bass, Golden Perch, Silver Perch, Southern Saratoga, Mary River Cod
Stocking timeframe: 2014-2022

Fish timeframe: 2016-2025 Jan-Jun

Fisher timeframe: 2021-2025 Jan-Jun

DAF link: https://www.daf.gld.gov.au/rsa/sips-dams-and-weirs/profile?dam=borumba-dam

Lake Borumba is fished year-round with a peak in Sep-Oct. Fishers recapturing fish in the lake are
from the local Gympie area, Sunshine Coast, and Brisbane and it draws fishers from the Darling
Downs, Hervey Bay and interstate. It is primarily an experiential fishery with a low-moderate
harvest level of around 27% by those recapturing legal fish.

Borumba spilled for most of 2022 with a peak in Feb. Conditions in the lake were difficult and
catch rates were low so tagging effort dropped dramatically as did recaptures. There was no
spilling in 2023. Tagging effort and recaptures remained subdued in the first half of 2023 however
there was a pickup in the second half of the year. The lake spilled again in 2024 from Feb-May
and again in Dec however this was at lower levels than in 2022 and did not disrupt tagging effort
which peaked towards the end of the year. The lake has continued to spill in 2025, however
tagging effort has shifted to Saratoga in the first half of the year.

Recaptures of Bass below the dam suggest that significant numbers of fish left the impoundment
during spilling events in 2022 and that they were mostly larger fish. This is supported by the
lengths of fish tagged in the lake which averaged 311mm in 2023-25 while those recaptured
below the dam were an average of 378mm or 67mm longer.

Since the 2022 spills there have been 32 recaptures of fish tagged in Lake Borumba as far down as
Maryborough and in Tinana Creek. There was 1 fish recaptured in a freshwater lake at the top
end of K’gari (Fraser Island) having travelled around 370km, which is the furthest distance a fish
has been recaptured after leaving the lake.

There were 9 Bass recaptured in Tinana Creek having travelled around 230-240km. These fish
would have had to move upstream past the barrage on the creek to get to the freshwater
reaches. Local feedback indicates that there is a large population of Bass in Tinana Creek between
the barrage and Teddington Weir and it is likely that many of these came from the
impoundments upstream including Borumba, Baroon and MacDonald with recaptures there from
each of those impoundments.
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Data used in the Lake Borumba Crystal Bow! are:
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Tag records and recapture records for the lake at
http://crystalbowl.infofishaustralia.com.au/.

Dam level data from SEQwater at https://www.segwater.com.au/historic-dam-levels

Stocked fish records from https://www.data.qld.gov.au/dataset/queensland-freshwater-
fish-stocking-records/ and from Lake Borumba Fish Stocking Association.

Bathymetric data from Infofish surveys. %0
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Data reliability for fishers based on the sample size over the past 5 years for days fished by
taggers and by fishers recapturing fish.

Data reliability for fish based on average number of fish tagged and recaptured per year
over the past 5 years.

Catch rates calculated as number of fish tagged/day for taggers with a minimum of 12 fisher
days (at least 1 per month) to provide a reliable catch rate.

Undersized Bass and Golden Perch are <300mm, legal fish are >=300 and <500mm and
trophy fish are >=500mm.

Undersized Southern Saratoga are <500mm, legal fish are >=500 and <700mm and trophy
fish are >=700mm.

Growth calculated using logarithmic curve from recaptures where fish were out for 90 days
or more and had positive growth.

Locations based on Infofish grid map LBY for the impoundment and other grid maps where
fish were recaptured outside the impoundment.

Distance moved was the shortest distance by water between the tag and recapture location
measured in Google Earth.!

Survival rates are calculated based on a model that uses the reduction in the number of
recaptures each year after tagging.

Proxy travel distance is the distance between where the fisher lives (address, suburb, town
or postcode) and the recapture location. Local <60km, intrastate Qld elsewhere, interstate
other than Qld.!



