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LAKE CRESSBROOK REVIEW 2024

INFORMATION RATING

Stocking group: Toowoomba and District Fish Stocking Association

Species stocked: Australian Bass, Golden Perch, Silver Perch, Mary River Cod

Stocking timeframe: 2014-2024

Fish timeframe: 2015-2024

Fisher timeframe: 2020-2024

DPI link: https://www.dpi.qgld.gov.au/rsa/sips-dams-and-weirs/profile?dam=cressbrook-
dam.

Lake Cressbrook has been regularly stocked with Australian Bass and Golden Perch and some
limited stocking of Mary River Cod.

There were 4,816 fish tagged in the lake from 1994-2014 with 569 recaptures (11.8%). However,
tagging has fallen away in the last decade, mostly due to low catch rates. Other lakes in the area
have higher catch rates which attract the tagging effort. This has resulted in a gradual decline in

the available data and that is currently at a very low level. All data in this dashboard needs to be
viewed with caution due to the low levels of confidence.

Bass growth rates were derived from historical tag and recapture data from 2000-2024 and
indicates a slow growth rate of 19mm in the first year and 54mm by the end of year 5. This is one
of the slowest growth rates for Bass in stocked lakes.

There have been 2 recaptures of Bass tagged in Cressbrook that were recaptured in Lake
Wivenhoe.
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FISH ACTUAL MAP or GRAPH
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Data sources

Data used in the Lake Cressbrook Crystal Bowl are:

e Tagrecords and recapture records for the impoundment at
http://crystalbowl.infofishaustralia.com.au/.

e Dam level data from Toowoomba Regional Council https://www.tr.gld.gov.au/environment-
water-waste/water-sources-supply-storage-levels/water-sources-supply-storage-levels.

e Stocked fish records from https://www.data.gld.gov.au/dataset/queensland-freshwater-
fish-stocking-records/.

e Rainfall records for Station 040808 Cressbrook Dam and Temperature records for Station
040082 University of Queensland gatton from http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/data/.

Basis for analysis

e Data reliability for fishers based on the sample size over the past 5 years for days fished by

taggers and by fishers recapturing fish.

Data reliability for fish based on average number of fish tagged and recaptured per year

over the past 5 years.

e Catch rates calculated as number of fish tagged/day for taggers with a minimum of 12 fisher
days (at least 1 per month) to provide a reliable catch rate.

e Undersized Bass and Golden Perch are <300mm, legal fish are >=300 and <500mm and
trophy fish are >=500mm.

e Locations based on Infofish grid map LCB for the impoundment and other grid maps where
fish were recaptured outside the impoundment.

e Distance moved was the shortest distance by water between the tag and recapture location
measured in Google Earth.

e Travel proxy distance is the straight-line distance between where the fisher lives (address,
suburb, town or postcode) and the recapture location. Local <60km, intrastate >=60km and
postcode starting with 4, interstate not Qld.



