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LAKE TINAROO REVIEW 2024

INFORMATION RATING

Stocking group: Tablelands Fish Stocking Society

Species stocked: Barramundi

Stocking timeframe: 2012-2024

Fish timeframe: 2015-2024

Fisher timeframe: 2020-2024

DPI link: https://www.daf.gld.gov.au/rsa/sips-dams-and-weirs/profile?dam=tinaroo-dam
TFSS link: https://tinaroobarrabash.com.au/fish-stocking/tableland-fish-stocking-society/

Lake Tinaroo on the Atherton tablelands has been stocked with Barramundi since the 1990s.

Lake Tinaroo is fished throughout the year with peak activity from Jan-Apr and Sep-Dec and lower
levels of effort over the winter cooler months. It is mostly an experiential fishery with trophy
sized fish attracting a lot of attention. Occasionally this has resulted in large trophy fish found
floating dead in the water due to poor handling.

It is mostly a local fishery with fishers recapturing fish mostly coming from the Atherton tableland
and from the nearby coastal area from Cairns. However, a small number come from further afield
from Townsville, Brisbane and interstate.

The lake spilled for much of this year with the loss of some fish. Normally there is a barrier net
near the dam wall to prevent fish leaving the lake when it spills however this was not in place for
some of the time. There were no reports of tagged fish found below the dam.

From 2003-2016 the stocking involved batch releases of tagged fish from around 200-300mm and
fish from these early releases continue to be recaptured indicating the longevity of Barramundi in
the lake.

Overall recapture rates for releases of tagged stocked fish were low ranging from 0-2.9% except
for 2003 (6.2%) where recaptures were boosted by electrofishing by Fisheries shortly after
release indicating reasonable initial survival. Releases of tagged fingerlings in winter in 2004 and
autumn and winter 2005 had much lower recapture rates (0.2% and 0%) than releases at other
times of the year.

All fish from each of the early batch releases are now over 1m including those released in 2010
and fish from those early releases continue to be recaptured. The longest time out for a tagged
Barramundi is 7,313 days (20.0 years) and there have been 20 fish recaptured after being out for
over 15 years.

Fishing effort and recaptures of tagged fish last year appears to have been boosted by the SIPS
competition with rewards for the recapture of these fish. Data from ABT competitions from 2020-
24 provides additional information on catch rates and fish sizes.
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FISHERS ACTUAL GRAPH or MAP
DATA RELIABILITY
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EFFORT

Cumulative recaptures Year Recaptures ,, __ CUMULATIVE RECAPTURES TINAROD
2020-2024 2020 9

2021 18
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Where fishers recapturing
fish live
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Where fishers recapturing
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FISH ACTUAL GRAPH or MAP

BARRAMUNDI

Fingerlings stocked Barramundi 137,000 TINAROO STOCKED BARRAMUNDI FINGERLINGS

50000

2010'2018 45000

40000
35000
o
2 30000
& 25000
2 20000
* 15000
10000 I I
5000
" m 1l

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

BATCH STOCKING TAGGED FINGERLINGS 2003-2011

Fingerlings tagged and Year Fish Recap TINAROO BARRAMUNDI 20032011
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Growth from releases Releases TINAROO BARRAMUND GROWTH
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TAGGED 2015-2024

TAGGED

Fish tagged and released
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2015-2024

Year Fish
Batch releases
2015 257
2016 232

Batch releases
2015
2016

Recap

11 (4.3%)
3 (1.3%)

TAGGED

1400

1200

1000

TAGGED

TINAROO BARRAMUNDI 2015-2024

)

AN AN
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 ZUfO 2021 2022 2003 2074

m— TAGGED ~=0=—RECAPTURED

TINAROO BARRAMUNDI 2015- 2024

|| f’«\

\
\,,

20‘15 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

o TAGGED =0==RECAPTURED

TINAROO BARRAMUNDI LENGTHS (MM)

TROPHY

& G f’/\g

20

15

0

RECAPTURED

RECAPTURED

LEGAL

-

W 2015 M 2016 M 2017 2018 M 2019
W 2020 W 2021 M2022 M 2023 2024



Fish movement Number of recaptures 36 TINAROO BARRAMUNDI MOVEMENTS
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COMPETITIONS ACTUAL GRAPH or MAP

EVENTS
Event Target
ABT 2020 Barramundi
ABT 2021
ABT 2022
ABT2023
ABT2024
TMENE
Timeline Of events Dates TIMELINE TINAROO COMPETITIONS
ABT 2020 30/10/2020 (2 days) aa
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ABT 2022 7-10/10/2022 (4 days) @é@
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Days fished and Days Fish ABT TINAROO BARRAMUNDI AND DAYS FISHED
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Data sources
Data used in the Tinaroo Barramundi Crystal Bowl:

e Tag records and recapture records for Lake Tinaroo at
http://crystalbowl.infofishaustralia.com.au/.

e Competition records from Infofish http://tournaments.trackmy.fish/ .

e Dam level data from Sunwater https://www.sunwater.com.au/water-data/historical-dam-
capacity/ .

e Stocked fish records from https://www.data.gld.gov.au/dataset/queensland-freshwater-
fish-stocking-records/ .

e Rainfall from station 031075 Tinaroo and temperature from station 031108 Walkamin from
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/data.

Basis for analysis

® Data reliability for fishers based on the sample size over the past 5 years for days fished by
taggers and by fishers recapturing fish.

® Tag and recapture locations based on Infofish grid map LTA for the area with 1km? grids.

® Growth calculated using logarithmic trendline from recaptures where fish were out for 90
days or more and had positive growth.

e Distance from where fisher live to recapture location is the straight-line distance between
locations derived using Google Earth. Local <60km, Intrastate >=60km and postcodes
starting with 4, Interstate postcodes other than 4.

® Distance moved was calculated between the grids where fish were tagged and recaptured
using Google Earth and was the shortest distance by water between the two locations.



